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Governorks Ogallala Aquifer
Initiative #2

2. Support legislation to provide a process for proactive
conservation plans (called Local Enhancement
Management Plans, or LEMAS).

LLEMAS are to be:
* Proactive

» Supported by the Groundwater Management District
(GMD)

» Have corrective measures that address conservation needs
» May include mandatory water use reductions; and

» Approved by the Chief Engineer




LEMAS

it L-EMAOS ‘ar-e idi-nit:i-atied
Qut after enactment carry the weight of law

it L-EMAOS -set t-hel r own
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Big Question

i What happens to producer income as we
reduce groundwater usage?

i Past evidence IS not consistent !!!



What We Think We Know
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Example from Southwest Kansas. Both curves exhibit diminishing marginal returns to
applied groundwater. Curves vary by crop, location, precipitation, and time
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Walnut Creek IGUCA: Irrigated
Crop Revenue

Figure 6. Time Series Comparison of the Indexed Values of Irrigated Crop Revenue

i Statistically significant short-run and a
statistically insignificant long-run reduction
In annual irrigated crop revenue.




